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The Study of Structure of First-time
Conversational Topic Changing:
Based on Data of the Japanese/Chinese
Society Members

T'sa1 Liang-Fu

This article indicates the shortage of dividing “topic changing section”
into only “topic ending part” and “topic starting part” in the previous
study of topic changing. The article also takes the data of the Japanese/
Chinese society members as an example, and suggests that when analyz-
ing the changing of topic, between the “ending part” and “starting part”,
“intermediate part” should also be taken into consideration. Moreover,
this article analyses the conversation data of the Japanese/Chinese society
members while using 8 types of topic changing constructional patterns,
which are formed by the combination of elements in ending, intermediate,
and starting parts of the topic changing section. As a result, the Japanese
group uses 4 of the 8 patterns with a usage rate of 84%, 3 of the 4 are
complex patterns, while up to 76% of conversations in the Chinese group
use only “topic ending expression” and “no topic changing expression”.
Therefore it reveals the different tendencies of topic changing patterns in
the Japanese and Chinese language.
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