Corrections

Page 2-Line 21 irregular workers - irregular migrant workers
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12 21 irregular workers
- irregular migrant workers
18 38
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P.123-L.1,P. 126-L. 20 & L. 22 & L. 25, P. 128-L. 14, P. 129-L. 2 & L. 14,
P. 131-L. 13 & 24-25
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Establishment of the Japanese-Indonesian
Community and their Employment System
in the Oarai Town, Ibaraki

MEGURO Ushio

This study examined the town of Oarai, situated in Ibaraki Prefecture,
100 km to the north of Tokyo. In January of 2004, Oarai had a popula-
tion of 19,623 people of whom 904 were foreigners. The number of the
foreigners in Oarai has shown a rapid increase from the 1990s to the
present. Many foreigners work at seafood processing companies, while
others engage in agriculture in the vicinity of Oarai, or work in automo-
bile factories, such as that in the city of Suzuka in Mie Prefecture.
This article illustrates the community-building and job-search system of
the foreign workers, especially Indonesian workers, in connection with
the local labor market, from the viewpoint of human geography. Here, I
focus primarily on Japanese Indonesian workers (nikkeijin, or Japanese
descended foreigner) from northern Sulawesi, who have recently be-
come the dominant foreign residents in Oarai.

A number of seafood processing companies are located in Oarai. Their
output shows a decline after 1980, and employee salaries in these compa-
nies have decreased despite a corporate scale. Moreover, the availability
of factory labor has decreased since 1987, since more Japanese have
completely higher education and prefer white-collar jobs. Thus, since
the mid 1980s, seafood processing companies in Oarai have been em-
ploying foreigners.

Irregular workers (illegal workers, overstays) such as the Iranian were
the first foreign residents working in Oarai, followed by Thai and
Filipino residents. Other irregular workers from Indonesia also came to
Oarai early in this period. For example, an Indonesian woman from
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Bitung, northern Sulawesi, who married a Japanese seafarer and lived in
Oarai, recruited her friends and relatives from Indonesia to work in the
local seafood processing companies in the latter part of the 1980s.

The Japanese Immigration Bureau initiated inspections of these seafood
processing companies, and arrested the irregular workers in 1998 at
regular intervals. Because of this, the number of irregular workers
decreased, regardless of their nationality.

The Immigration Control and Refugee Recognition Act was revised in
1990 and a large number of Japanese-Latin American nikkeijin were
recruited to Japan. The seafood processing companies of Oarai began
employing legal Brazilian workers in the first half of the 1990s, however,
in order to employ such workers, companies must pay a high commission
to recruitment agents. Because this makes it difficult for companies to
employ Brazilians, the Japanese Brazilians have gradually left Oarai since
2002.

After 1998, a recruitment agent working for the local seafood processing
companies of Oarai obtained information that a significant number of
Indonesian people of Japanese descent resided in northern Sulawesi,
especially in Manado. Many of their ancestors were fishermen from
Okinawa who lived in northern Sulawesi during World War II. The
agent began to recruit these Japanese Indonesian people to 20 companies
in Oarai for legal employment. There is no discrimination in the salaries
of Japanese Indonesian workers, and their employers supply goods and
other needs for them. The Japanese Indonesians who come to Japan are
able to pay back their debt in approximately half a year, and are then free
to continue to work in Oarai or anywhere else, or return home. In
November of 2004, the number of Indonesian people in Oarai was 444.
Nevertheless, there are a certain number of problems in the employment
system of Japanese Indonesian people in Oarai. First, the system is
supported by a voluntary individual, who can not fulfill all the conve-
nience of the Indonesian. Second, many Indonesians are Christians and
therefore return home at Christmas, which is a particularly busy time in
seafood processing companies because the fishing of fresh fish decreases.
Finally, in order that the number of irregular workers not increase, the
administration of Oarai does not provide significant support to foreign
residents.

Consequently, in 2002, some seafood processing companies introduced
Chinese trainees in order to stabilize the employment situation. The
number of registered Chinese residents in Oarai was 133 in November of
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2004, making them the second largest group of foreigners in the town,
and some Indonesians were dismissed because of them.

Nevertheless, the Indonesian communities of Oarai and other areas have
established both religious organizations and ethnic/local associations
which offer important support to recent Japanese Indonesian immi-
grants. The churches are particularly supportive of Indonesian workers.
These organizations make use of existing activities and community
services to help Indonesian workers survive in Oarai. Within the Indone-
sian community, social and cultural identities are maintained, and help is
available to both resident Indonesians and new-comers. Thus, a new
relationship is emerging between the seafood processing companies and
the churches which support these foreign residents so as to reside in
Oarai persistently.
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